
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2020 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The + symbol indicates an appropriate time  

to make the sign of the Cross.  

Many people bow while saying the italicized words 

 in the Nicene Creed and when the Name of Jesus is said.  

These practices are not required,  

and they are noted as a convenience for those who choose to do so. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
1PM PRELUDE 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



In dulci jubilo, BWV 729, Johann Sebastian Bach  Dr. Brett Judson 

 

 

Go, Tell It on the Mountain, arr. by Victor C. Johnson  

 Trinity Children’s Choir 

 Grace Abello, Soloist 
 

While shepherds kept their watching  

o’er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens  

there shone a holy light. 
 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain,  

over the hills and ev’rywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain  

that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled  

when lo above the earth, 

rang out the angel chorus  

that hailed our Savior’s birth. Oh! [Refrain] 
 

Down in a lowly manger  

the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation  

that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 
 

Jesus Christ is born! 

 

 

O little town of Bethlehem (vv. 1&2) Trinity Children’s Choir 
 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

 

 



2. For Christ is born of Mary; 

and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth! 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to men on earth. 

 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed Trinity Children’s Choir 
 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

 

Carol of the Bells, arr. by Peter J. Willhousky Trinity Adult Choir 
 

Hark! how the bells, sweet silver bells,  

All seem to say, “throw cares away.”  

Christmas is here bringing good cheer, 

To young and old, meek and the bold.  
 

Ding, dong, ding, dong, that is their song,  

With joyful ring, all caroling.  

One seems to hear words of good cheer 

From everywhere, filling the air.  
 

 

 

 



Oh, how they pound, raising the sound,  

O’er hill and dale, telling their tale.  

Gaily they ring, while people sing,  

Songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!  
 

Merry, Merry, Merry, Merry Christmas!  

Merry, Merry, Merry, Merry Christmas!  

On, on they send, on without end,  

Their joyful tone to every home. 

 

 

What child is this, who, laid to rest      Trinity Children’s Choir 

 Sarah Dillon, Flute 
 

1.What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary. 
 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. [Refrain] 
 

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

come, peasant, king, to own him; 

the King of kings salvation brings, 

let loving hearts enthrone him. [Refrain] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
7PM PRELUDE 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



In dulci jubilo, BWV 729, Johann Sebastian Bach  Dr. Brett Judson 

 

 

The first Nowell the angels did say    Hymnal #109 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

What is this lovely fragrance, arr. by Healey Willan  

 Trinity Adult Choir 

 Kelley Robinson-Abello, Soloist 
 

What is this lovely fragrance wafting 

Like to the scents of flow’rs in spring? 

Shepherds, O tell us, whence such beauty, 

Hear you not heav’nly caroling? 
 

 

 

 

 



What is this light so fair, so tender 

Breaking upon our wond’ring eyes? 

Never the Morning Star so radiant 

Followed his course o’er eastern skies. 
 

Shepherds, O haste with eager footsteps 

Seek the Saviour, born today. 

Low at His feet we lay our treasure, 

Heart’s adoration, love for aye. 

 

 

In the bleak midwinter    Hymnal #112 

 

 

 

 



 
      

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
THE SERVICE 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



INTROIT  Once in royal David’s city (Solo, v. 1)    Hymnal #102 

 Atarah Gabriel, Soloist, 1pm 

 Sarah Dillon, Soloist, 7pm 
 

1. Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2. He came down to earth from heaven, 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. We, like Mary, rest confounded 

that a stable should display  

heaven’s Word, the world’s creator,  

cradled there on Christmas Day,  

Yet this child, our Lord and brother,  

brought us love for one another. 
 

4. For he is our lifelong pattern;  

daily, when on earth he grew, 

he was tempted, scorned, rejected,  

tears and smiles like us he knew. 

Thus he feels for all our sadness, 

and he shares in all our gladness. 
 

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, 

through his own redeeming love; 

for that child who seemed so helpless 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 
 

 

 

 

 



6. Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing round, 

we shall see him; but in heaven, 

where his saints his throne surround: 

Christ, revealed to faithful eye, 

set at God’s right hand on high. 

 

Celebrant +Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN  O come, all ye faithful Hymnal #83 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  BCP 355 

  

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SUMMARY OF THE LAW  Matthew 22:37-40 

  

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ tells us: “‘You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like 

it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GLORIA  Angels we have heard on high (vv. 1&4) Hymnal #96 

 

 

 



Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

Celebrant  O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the 

mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 

where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen. 

  

ISAIAH 9:2-7              

  

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

 



for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

 People  Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM 96  

 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song;*  

  sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

  proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

  and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

  he is more to be feared than all gods.    

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

  but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

  Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

  bring offerings and come into his courts.    

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

  let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King!*  

  he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

  he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  

 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

  let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

 before the LORD when he comes,*  

  when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness* 

  and the peoples with his truth.    



TITUS 2:11-14 

 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us 

to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 

lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 

who are zealous for good deeds. 

 

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

 People  Thanks be to God. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN  Love came down at Christmas Hymnal #84 

 

 

 
 

 Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according  

    to St. Luke. 

 People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 



LUKE 2:1-20  Standing  

  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 

be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 

in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 Reader  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 



THE SERMON the Rev’d Erika Essiem 

 

THE NICENE CREED  Please stand. BCP 358 

  

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,   

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.   

 Through him all things were made.   

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven:  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man.   

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.   

  On the third day he rose again  

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.   

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.    

 He has spoken through the Prophets.   

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, +  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                  

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 

you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 

world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

We pray for the Church: for the Anglican Communion, for The 

Episcopal Church, for the Diocese of Northern California and our 

bishop Megan, and for Trinity Folsom and our expansion and 

renovation project. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority, for our president 

Donald, our president-elect Joe, our governor Gavin, and our mayor 

Mike.  

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

 



CONCLUDING COLLECT              

 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the 

multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who 

turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you 

we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

  

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

(Silence) 

 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.   

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.    

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

  

Celebrant  +Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 

sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE   

            

Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1PM OFFERTORY Trinity Children’s Choir 

 

I saw three ships, arr. by Craig Curry             
 

I saw three ships come sailing in  

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day, 

I saw three ships come sailing in  

on Christmas Day in the morning. 
 

And what was in those ships all three,  

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day, 

and what was in those ships all three,  

on Christmas Day in the morning? 
 

Our Savior, Christ, and his lady,  

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day, 

our Savior, Christ, and his lady,  

on Christmas Day in the morning. 
 

Pray, whither sailed those ships all three,  

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day? 

Pray, whither sailed those ships all three,  

on Christmas Day in the morning? 
 

Oh, they sailed into Bethlehem,  

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day. 

Oh, they sailed into Bethlehem,  

on Christmas Day in the morning. 
 

And all the bells on Earth shall ring, 

and all the angels in heav’n shall sing, 

and all the souls on Earth shall sing,  

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day! 
 

Then let us all rejoice again,  

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day, 

then let us rejoice again,  

on Christmas Day in the morning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7PM OFFERTORY Trinity Adult Choir 
 

Carol of the Bells, arr. by Peter J. Willhousky  
 

Hark! how the bells, sweet silver bells,  

All seem to say, “throw cares away.”  

Christmas is here bringing good cheer, 

To young and old, meek and the bold.  
 

Ding, dong, ding, dong, that is their song,  

With joyful ring, all caroling.  

One seems to hear words of good cheer 

From everywhere, filling the air.  
 

Oh, how they pound, raising the sound,  

O’er hill and dale, telling their tale.  

Gaily they ring, while people sing,  

Songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!  
 

Merry, Merry, Merry, Merry Christmas!  

Merry, Merry, Merry, Merry Christmas!  

On, on they send, on without end,  

Their joyful tone to every home. 

 

Celebrant   All things come of you, O Lord, 

People   And of your own have we given you. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP 361 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.    

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.    

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 

everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth. (A proper preface is said here). Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 

of your Name: 

 



SANCTUS  S-128 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 

evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms 

upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world.  

  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”+ 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 

the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.”+ 

  

+ 



 

 
  

Celebrant  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 

Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 

him. +Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last 

day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. +++By him, and with 

him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,   

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen.  



FRACTION ANTHEM  S-167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I 

love you above all things and I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot 

now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. As though you were already there, I embrace you and unite 

myself wholly to you; never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN  Silent night, holy night Hymnal # 111 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER    BCP 366 

  

Almighty and everliving God,  

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.   

And now, Father, send us out  

to do the work you have given us to do,  

to love and serve you  

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.   

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

Celebrant  The blessing of God Almighty+, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you this day and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN  Joy to the world! the Lord is come Hymnal #100 

 

 

 

 

 



THE DISMISSAL      S-174 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE  Joy to the world, arr. by Fred Bock Dr. Brett Judson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To receive announcement emails, go to www.trinityfolsom.org, 

scroll down to find the email sign-up box on the righthand side of the 

page, and follow directions to join or update your information. 

  

Keep up-to-date with us via Facebook: facebook.com/trinityfolsom. 

 

Flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God, and in 

thanksgiving for our parishioners and all those who have supported 

this parish in 2020. 
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